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the governed an obligation to perform services and on
the part of the governors a guarantee of protection in
return for them; and this was the system under which
the early Norman Kings organised their conquered
realm. But before the twelfth century was out the
possibility of commuting services for money had to
be considered, the more so because the Kings were
interested in making war in France and the obligation
of vassals to serve their sovereign outside the borders
of the realm could be disputed. Clearly the most con-
venient arrangement was that the King should levy
troops for his foreign wars. But these troops needed to
be paid, ahd though it was always intended that the
King should live of his own, on the proceeds of the
export duty on wool and a source of revenue still
called the customs, the import duty on wine regularly
granted to him at the beginning of his reign, foreign
wars always led to requests for additional funds. They
were met by rudimentary taxes on property, and here
was a matter that clearly touched every owner of
property and on which he was entitled to express his
opinions. It is not an accident that until the nineteenth
century the right to vote in England was intimately
associated with the possession of property. As finally
stabilised in the reign of Henry VI, the vote outside
the boroughs was conferred on the possessors of free-
holds of the value of forty shillings, and this remained
the qualification until nearly four centuries later, when
leaseholders were enfranchised by the Reform Bill of
1832.
When men began to come up to the capital to talk